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CROSSING THE SMOKY RIVER, ALBERTA 


is the 26-horse pack train carrying an Academy expedition into the 
north woods for moose. 


(See page 2) 
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June Announcement 


THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held in 
North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy buildings in Golden Gate Park, 
on Tuesday evening, June 13, 1950, at 8:30 o'clock. Mr. Cecil Tose, Preparator of the 
Academy's Department of Exhibits, will give a talk, illustrated with moving pic- 


tures, entitled | 
Canapa Moose Hunt 


Two and a half years ago Mr. Tose was the guest of Mr. William Foster of Rio 
Vista, California, on a bis game hunting expedition into the Canadian Rockies. 
Some Members may recall Mr, Tose’s account of the trip at the Academy meeting 
of September, 1948, when he showed his Kodachrome slides. The present meeting 
will not be merely a repeat performance. This time, moving pictures of the e xpedi- 
tion will be shown, following an introduction with a selection of slides. 

A joining of interests made this one-hundred-fifty-mile trek into the Alberta 
wilderness an Academy expedition. Being a good friend of the Academy, the 
sportsman hunter, Mr. Foster, knew of our deere to secure specimens for a moose 
group for future addition to our North American habitat exhibits. Going on the 
hunt gave Mr, Tose not only several weeks of adventure in the field bite, most 
important from a preparator ’s point of view, the chance to take notes and get color 
shots which will be invaluable in making the diorama true to life. The film, shown 
through the courtesy of Mr. Foster, is bedi the log of a north woods pack trip and 
the story of the first stage in the preparation of one of our large habitat groups. 

The public is cordially invited. 


SEA Monster DEBUNKED or A SHARK Is A SHARK Is A SHARK 


WHEN A MESSAGE ARRIVED telling of some man with a sea monster, the Curator of 
Ichthyology was at least skeptical. Sea monsters are rather old hat, Dr. W. I. Follett 
knew the ancient formula: “It has a head like a beer barrel, a mane like a horse, a 
pair of short hind legs, a tail like a Brobdingnagian Aly-swatter, and—oh, yes—it 
made a noise like a steam calliope.” The routine after you get the report is to drive 

three or four hundred miles to whatever beach this rare specimen is allegedly 
stranded upon, but when you get there someone is always waiting to tell you that 
a stranger from the next county north, or maybe south, came in the dark and 
dragged the blame thing away, probably to feed his chickens, or even sell to a circus. 
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Of course the variations are limited only by the imagination potential of the given 
locale, but such is the basic theme. 

In the present case, however, Dr. Follett’s informant did not run exactly true to 
form. “Tt has very small, curved teeth in a wide band,” Mr. T. E. Johnston said, via 
long-distance. ' “The gill slits nearly join under the throat; there is a flat keel on each 
ade of the body, just Aliead of the tail.” 

“Basking shark!” the Curator fairly whooped, aside, to his assistant, then said as 
calmly as possible i into the telephone, “Where is it?” 

“Right here on the beach at Sharp Park,” Mr. Johnston replied. “Would you like 
to see it?” The Curator would. So would his assistant, Mrs. Lillian Dempster. So 
would Dr. Earl S. Herald and Mr. Robert Dempster of the Department of Aquatic 
Biology. They grabbed their gear and got going. 

It was a basking shark, all right, anal it had not been hauled away in the night to 
foil identification. “The Arctic or basking shark,” writes Dr. Leonard P, Schuler; in 
his book The Ways of Fishes, “often measures twenty or thirty feet long. The 
longest basking shark recorded measured forty feet and its estimated weight was 
30,000 pounds.” This inoffensive giant, excee eded in size only by the whale shark 
(largest of all fishes), does not often come ashore, specimens therefore being hardly 
plentiful to curious ichthyologists. 

The Academy party, w inthe help of Mr. and Mrs. Johnston—a couple zealous 
indeed in the cause of science—measured the animal at a good average for his kind, 
25 feet. Weight could only be guessed, and the Curator has not wished to commit 
himself for publication. Aaokow they dutifully cut off the huge tail, and took 
samples of the teeth and skin—items highly regarded i in the Department of Ichthy - 
ology (and there only, we may say without fart of contradiction). Zeal for science 
is expected of scientists, so no bouquets for Follett, Dempster(s), Herald & Co. But 
the Johnstons should get a big bouquet—which the shark wasn’t. We have neg- 
lected to mention ear lier that the shark was discovered in a very post mortem 


condition. ... Now, the Department of Ichthyology i is never the “rose garden” « of 
our premises. Dead fish is dead fish, embalming fluid or no. But the ichthyological 


quarters are ground Hoor, back, and ordinarily tolerable. . . How the Academy 
party got through the city with their scientific trophies, we eI] never know. They 
hada been back in their own bailiwick five minutes, however, when windows 

could be heard rattling open all over Simson African Hall; and it is reliably reported 
that that same aftethioon a young lady whose office is on the top floor applic ‘d fora 
six weeks leave of absence. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications fe the persons listed below for MemBersuip in the California 
Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be received 
at the office of the Academy within two wecks after June 10, they will be considered 
elected. 
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